Prayers for All People by Iftekhar Hai

Martin Luther King Day
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January 17th, 2011 was a great day for UMA and UMA Interfaith Alliance (umaia).  Thousand of flyers had UMAIA name representing the Islamic community of San Francisco.  Yesterday, media and networks covered this event.  Nancy Pelosi, Mayor of SF and all the Supervisors were there.  The crowd was close to 4,000 people. 
The event concluded with a closing prayer for all people by Iftekhar Hai, President of UMA Interfaith Alliance.  
   

Islamic Prayer of Reconciliation for All People   

In the Name of God Most Compassionate Most Merciful
To day we have gathered here to celebrate the legacy of Martin Luther King.  He has done tremendous work that benefits all Americans on a daily basis.  We have come here to honor his memory and his legacy.  
 We are also reminded of the tradegy in Tucson, Arizona.  MLK taught us to embrace non-violence means to change the society and the events in Arizona challenges the non-violent movement that we Americans are embracing. 
So today I pray to Our God of all humanity, A God full of Love, Compassion and Mercy to bring peace to your people by showing us to love our enemies.  Do not lay on us a burden greater than our capacity to bear.  Open our hearts and minds, so that we may love all humanity.  Teach us how to Love and Care, for each other in times of pain, suffering and illness.   Let patience, perseverance and prayer be our means of reaching your highest ideals. 
Our Lord, forgive all those who have erred intentionally or unintentionally.  Give us the wisdom and compassion to undo the damage that we have done to our fellow human beings and to our mother earth that sustains all humanity.  Create in us a sense of family – of  sisterhood and brotherhood with those people whom we have never met or known.  Let not the unknown to us be the cause of distrust or injustice to anyone. 
Educate us in the highest ideals of justice, where we can uphold each other’s rights and stand up for justice, even if we are to be witnesses against ourselves, against our children and against our parents.  Let not nationalism of one nation be the cause of injustice to any nation. Give us the courage, to stand up for righteousness, with the people, who are rich and powerful who possess a compassionate and loving heart to work for the poor, the destitute, the hungry and the homeless of not only this country but of any people living in any part of this world.  Give us family values and a sense of responsibility to fight the crimes and drug abuse that is rampaging our youths and neighborhoods. 
Give spiritual guidance and blessings to our elected officials – in the city of San Francisco.  Bless this country and its people who live as, Christians, Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists and people of other faiths and no faiths.  Our Lord, show us how to work for the common good of all humanity and give us the wisdom - to maintain peace and tranquility for the people of this great city and this great nation. Amen.
 
By Iftekhar Hai 
