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AMERICAN MUSLIMS are very determined to vote in the November election because they feel that this is their last chance. 

If another Republican is elected president, it will be a disaster for the Muslim world. Republican candidate John McCain is determined to wage a war for the next 100 years in the Middle East. He is determined to wage war under the guise of fighting global terrorism. 

This would mean a lot more bloodshed. There would be more widows and orphans in that part of the world. I feel this may give rise to more extremism in the Muslim world if McCain is elected. 

The immigrant Muslim community had traditionally voted for the Republican Party for years, mainly because they were able to align with the traditional family value of marriage being the cornerstone of a society. 

Abortion, homosexuality and same-sex marriage were the issues on which American Muslims agreed with the positions taken by the Republican Party. 

However, in this year's election, it seems many American Muslims are aligned with the Democrats. 

In 2000, the American Muslim Task Force — consisting of 10 organizations from around the country — asked that we vote for George W. Bush over Al Gore, and we did so overwhelmingly. They really felt that Bush was our man. 

Reality proved just the opposite. Whatever Bush said to get votes was very different from what he actually did. 

Before Sept. 11, Bush said, "I am against profiling of Arabs and Muslims —  this is not right." 

But he did just the opposite. He established the Department of Homeland Security to profile more Arab and Muslim Americans, and closed down prominent charitable Muslim organizations by bringing baseless lawsuits. 

Furthermore, intelligence was slanted to build up public support to go to war in Iraq, and now we're told by the National Association of Journalists that the Republican administration lied 935 times about the Iraq war. 

Now the war is five years old. 

Bush's reign was not government of the people, by the people and for the people. It was the government of the lobbyists, by the lobbyists and for the lobbyists. The greatest benefactors of this broken democratic system were the defense and oil lobbies. 

This is the first time that immigrant Muslims as well as indigenous Muslims are on the same page. Most seem to want to vote for a Democrat in the presidential election. 

The Quran says, "Decide your affairs through mutual consultation." It is specifically referring to political affairs. Elections are a part of Islamic democracy, where "special interest" does not play any part, and you vote your conscience. 

And among the two Democratic candidates, the way I see it is, Barack Obama has an edge over Hillary Clinton. 

American Muslims have given money to both the Democratic candidates. McCain is not at all popular with American Muslim voters. 

Iftekhar Hai is president of the United Muslims of American Interfaith Alliance in South San Francisco. 
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