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This year the Catholic-Muslim dialogue was held May 20 and May 21 at Mary & Joseph Retreat Center in Rancho Palos Verdes.

Since 1980, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has been reaching out to its Muslim neighbors, who represent a growing immigrant community in the United States.

	


Particularly after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, there is growing support for such dialogue among the rank-and-file of both communities.

This year's theme was "Migration in the Life of Jesus and Muhammad" and what we all can learn from migration.

Speakers shared stories about the migration that has happened in the lives of religious people.

Jesus traveled from one place to the other and was more spiritually inspired for teaching, healing and preaching. His followers became numerous and challenged the established order. Life became so unbearable that ultimately Jesus was crucified.

Likewise, a Muslim speaker explained in earnest the travels of Muhammad from Mecca to Medina to save himself from persecution by the ruling establishment.

The Christian king of Ethiopia was the first to offer sanctuary to the Muslims, who immigrated to the land of safety.

Migration happens today just as it has happened in the old days, and we all gather around sharing stories of modern-day migration from one continent to another.

However, this classical migration is becoming more and more difficult. After all, there are no more lands to settle and the countries that accept migrants have set up stringent rules. 

Since the emergence of the global economy, immigration has become more based on economic interests. 

Religious intolerance and persecution are no longer as important as they were in the past, when they often served as the impetus for migration.

However, Catholics and Muslim participants in the dialogue all agreed that in modern days what is more important is spiritual migration from certain habits and mental attitudes that make us not complete spiritually.
One must leave or emigrate from information that perpetuates hatred, bias and discrimination.

A spiritual transformation is what is more important; after all, we are all the creature of that one merciful and compassionate God.

We must look at people of all faiths with love, compassion and forgiveness. Catholics and Muslims must be more accepting of those of other faiths and their teachings.

It is only then that the world will become a better place for all, regardless of our social status and religious affiliation.
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