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Benazir Bhutto
By Iftekhar Hai

The assassination of Benazir Bhutto of Pakistan's People's Party on December 27, 2007 shocked a lot of people all over the world.  
There was anger from people who gave her blind support and there was a sense of relief from people who thought she will do more harm to the country.  Bhutto had never enjoyed the support of religious party – the Taliban minded people did not want her to assume power.

Twelve years ago she left Pakistan to save herself from prosecution on number of charges from corruption to murder leaving her homeland in 1995.  In 1979, her father Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, who was then prime minister, was imprisoned and then hanged by the military government of General Zia Ul Haq on murder charges of political rival.

Her return to Pakistan from exile was brokered by the United States in earlier par t of year 2007.

Bhutto came up with the slogan, "No religious extremism and democracy." It was popular rhetoric outside Pakistan but little did it matter for the common Pakistanis who struggled to live from day to day.  Pakistanis always wanted some form of Islamic democracy – not the democracy which is practiced in the West. 
In November,  I visited Pakistan and talked to the locals who acknowledged that the United States was behind her return to power.

They lamented the fact that twice as prime minister she had failed them and that she was nothing but a feudal landlord.  Her husband took great advantage of her and enriched himself.
In spite of all that she had done, she was destined to win Pakistani election and would have headed a coalition government.  
Pakistan President Pervez Musharaff’s party had agreed to form coalition government with her party.  Polls showed that she would have won 35 to 38% of the votes – a strong showing.  
All this went sour when she was killed. 
In an interview with journalists in Toronto, she said that if elected as prime minister she would usher in a new era of democracy and would defeat religious extremism.  She heavily favored a military solution for defeating extremism.

Religious parties wanted to bring in the more conservative interpretation of Islam, religious laws to govern day to day activities of Pakistanis and women coming under stricter Islamic code.
Aside from that, she mentioned during the interview that she would turn over A. Q. Khan, a nationally admired scientist who engineered nuclear technology that lead to Pakistan becoming a nuclear power, to the United States for interrogation and promised to help America get rid of the Taliban and its supporters from Pakistani soil.

Lastly, she would place nuclear weapons of Pakistan under NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) care in exchange for Pakistan getting into military alliance like Turkey.
All what she said to the Western countries was extremely disliked by common Pakistanis.

No other candidate in the coming Pakistani election has been so outspoken and belligerent toward the army which had controlled Pakistan for the last 40 years. Benazir showed more disdain for the army then any other candidate.

Personally, I feel a great deal of loss. Maybe she had gone through transformation of values, perhaps if given a third chance she could have made a lot of difference for the people of Pakistan.  
I only wished she could have used better judgment when she returned to Pakistan.
I believe the democratization of Pakistan will come, but we have to be patient for now.  The law and order mentality has to be ingrained among Pakistanis.
Iftekhar Hai is the president of United Muslims of American Interfaith Alliance in South San Francisco.

Next week: Michael O'Berg

3

