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I am little restless and not able to sleep the time is 1:30 am at night.  I just came back from an interfaith gathering at the mosque in San Mateo. I was not on panel discussion, but part of the audience.

In the Q&A session some Christians felt that the requirements or eligibility for going to Heaven was not answered adequately. They asked me, “Is it required one to be Muslim in order to enter Heaven? Off course, they were the ones whom I had invited to the mosque as a part of Ramadan hospitality dinner.

These Christians and Jewish people who attended really needed a more explanation and because I have known them for such a long time we have developed a frank and transparent relationship. I could ask them any question on the Bible and Torah and they could do the same to me as part of inter-religious culture of peace building.

Also there were Hindus in the gathering and the Muslim speaker did not include them as part of Abrahamic faiths - which is understandable. After all Hindus, Buddhists and other faiths comprise other 50% of the world religious population.  Where do they fit into Grace and Mercy of Allah? The Abrahamic religions, namely Judaism, Christianity and Islam is made up of half the world’s population. My Indian Hindu friend, a computer expert asked me.  Where do the Hindus fit in the Islamic teachings and Heaven?

So to my Christian, Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist and all other invitees this is what I think is important.  There is a paragraph in the Quran that guarantees Heaven for all good people.  I had a copy of “Understanding Islam” and I pointed it out.  Here is what it said: 

“Those who believe in the Quran, and those who follow the Jewish scriptures, the Christians and the Sabians (followers of Zoroastrian faith) any (could be Hindus, Buddhist, Sikhs, Native American Indians, etc) who believe in God, the Last Day and does Righteousness – they shall have their rewards (could be Heaven) from their Lord - on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.” Quran 2:62 & repeated two more times in the Quran. It is important to note that use of fear as tactic is not permissible when Muslims try to explain the Islamic faith.  Hell is really for those people who are really evil – in their thoughts, words and deeds.  This will take another session to explain. This paragraph also advices not to grieve.  There is nothing wrong in your faith if it is God centered towards righteousness….which means to stand for justice as real witness.
It is not a Divine mistake for you to be born in whatever faith one is born into.  

Most of us follow the faith of their parents because the faith is part of whole society.  So when a person changes faith some of them get caste out of their family circle and society.  Off course this does not mean that you do not have freedom to choose the religion of your choice.  One is at complete liberty in USA to move from one faith to another but not so in Muslim world.
Thank God we have our Constitution that guarantees Freedom of Religion. You have equal rights no matter whatever religion you belong to and my understanding of the above paragraph is that everyone has equal access to Heaven – no matter whatever faith you are born into.

By: Iftekhar Hai is the President of the United Muslims of America Interfaith Alliance.
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