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Human life takes center stage

By Iftekhar Hai
Updated: 11/19/2008 09:07:43 PM PST
FOR FOUR DAYS recently, I attended the seventh International Conference on Peace and Non-Violent Action, in Jaipur, India.

The event — held from Nov. 10 through Nov. 14,  was organized by Anuvrat Global Organization (ANUVIBHA www.anuvibha.in) of India.  They are known for “Ahimsa” or non-violence in their outlook towards life.
I was among delegates from Europe, the United States, Japan, and Southeast Asia who shared research on the economics of nonviolence. 

Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam, the former president of India who gave India the missile in 1974, shared his wisdom with Archarya Mahapragya, Jain's community spiritual leader. APJ Abdul Kalam, a Muslim is son of an Imam who rose to the highest office of India. 
Nearly 10 years ago, Mahapragya challenged Abdul Kalam, the scientist of missile technology to speak out on behalf of peace.

From that encounter, Kalam put all of his energy into that dare. Both men exchanged thoughts and ideas and eventually wrote the book, "The Family and the Nation."

They both agreed that an “ideal family” was fundamental for a progressive nation and eventually for a peaceful and prosperous world.

They also said that the world's religious leaders need to blend their ideas into a common spirituality in which human life takes center stage.  People need to take a new look toward the culture of war, consumerism and materialism.

"Without sound family values, no nation can survive for too long," Mahapragya said. "Philosophy of nonviolence must be substituted for philosophy of violence."

He added, "Limiting one's desires will lead to economically sustainable societies — this will in turn lead humanity to reverse the course of 'destructible economics.'"

Therefore, the greed and lust for power are fed on the exploitation of natural resources where maximization of profits is the sole aim of capitalism. This lust for power and money has no limits. 

People all over India are now questioning such a philosophy in which the natural life cycles are destroyed, and the chemical pollution that is unleashed in the air, rivers and oceans are endangering the very life-sustaining organisms.

This 21st century has to be about change.

Countries that are economically and politically prosperous need to adopt, nonviolent and life-sustaining economies in which desires are limited; and a philosophy of humanity is taught in all religious seminaries.

The global message should be for every nation to provide for its citizens the basic necessities of life.  That means every nation must strengthen family values and provide for food, clothing and homes for its citizens.

And every nation must commit itself to solving crises through nonviolence, and de-emphasize a war culture in which life is held in low esteem.  
Terrorism and extremism are born out of desperation and deprivation of basic humanity, Mahapragya said.

Indian people love Americans but request that America be a beacon for human rights and champion the causes of the poor and deprived people of the world.

God has blessed the United States with tremendous natural and human resources. It is a democratic nation, and much of the world looks to America for guidance.  The majority of the Indian people look forward to the days when America will use its military and economic power to uphold justice and sustainable economics.

America also has tremendous spiritual power, and it is important that its people rise up to the challenges facing the world.

A miracle has happened in the election of Barack Hussein Obama to be the United States' first African-American president.

Now the world is looking to America to use its God-given natural resources and the talents of its people to foster peace, justice and a spiritually connected global society.

Ideally, America must also reconstruct family values to build nations that have been facing economic exploitation and depression.  As an American Muslim, I promised at the conference that I shall carry on this message to the American people and to Barack Hussein Obama's new administration.

Iftekhar Hai is president of United Muslims of America Interfaith Alliance and a resident of South San Francisco. 
Next week: Michael O'Berg.

2

