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I always like to look at the positive points of any article.

But Olivier Roy's article, "Don't try to speak to the Muslim World," published Feb. 23 in the San Francisco Chronicle, is far from scholastic analysis.

In his piece, his conclusion was the recent Bush administration lied about maligning the Muslim world.

But Roy forgot the neo-cons and the Fox News media all aligned with lies about weapons of mass destruction in Iraq, which resulted in economic chaos.

Now, we are all enduring the consequences of ill-conceived actions because the economic downturn and global recession are all connected to the greedy and corrupt politicians and lobbyists who earn their livelihoods spreading Islamophobia and pushing for war with the Muslim world.

Roy is parroting the neo-cons and lobbyist agenda, and does not see that the change has come in the election of Barack Obama. 

It is time to examine our own consciences and learn from our mistakes.

One of the best ways to correct the past mistakes is to call a spade "a spade."

Wisdom teaches us: You can fool some people sometimes, some people all the time, but not all the people all the time."

We live in a globally connected world.  Middle-Eastern oil has fueled the economies of the Western world, and they in return have been greatly influenced by the human-rights agenda and principles of democracy that exist in the Western world.

True, the Muslim world is as diverse as the Christian world, but it needs reforms and a new approach.

Engaging and dialoguing are good. It is, however, a long process.

Extreme injustice, poverty and hopelessness can only be defeated through dialogue and engagement.

Roy's stance of "Don't speak to the Muslim world" is childish.

I think Osama bin Laden is dead and gone.

It is too naive to make a mountain out of a molehill as was done by the past administration.

There are still, however, corrupt lobbyists who want to keep him alive for political reasons.

Religion has always been the linchpin of people who have been deprived of their land, property and liberty.

The Palestinian people are wiped of their humanity and suffer from the tentacles of the Israeli government's economic control of their everyday lives.

Aside from that, Israel is armed to the teeth with the most sophisticated weapons of mass destruction against a rag-tag Palestinian security force.

The American people want this changed, and the change is coming.

First we have to extinguish the fire that was set by the outgoing administration. 

It is still burning out of control economically.

Iftekhar Hai is president of United Muslims of America Interfaith Alliance and a resident of South San Francisco. 
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