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A religious right defeat could aid U.S. Muslims

Article Last Updated: 09/13/2007 05:00:33 AM PDT

IN AUGUST, CNN featured a three-part series called "God's Warriors," in which correspondent Christiane Amanpour gave face and voice to Jewish, Muslim and Christian warriors and their impact on the rise of religious fundamentalism. 

Amanpour traveled the globe, reporting that in the last 30 years, the three faiths have become powerful political forces. From a Muslim perspective, I thought that the six-hour documentary was a fair and balanced presentation. 

Here is an excellent case of how a religiously self-righteous minority — the neo-conservatives — are driving the United States of America into setting up foreign policies based on their own religious beliefs. 

The neo-conservatives claim that the One and Only One God, the All Knowing and All Aware, is directly working through them to bring the new world order based on their own selective and non-inclusive interpretation of their scriptures. 

In the American political system, the Jewish and Christian lobbyists have demolished the Muslim lobbyists who were in the incubator stage. 

Before the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, Muslim lobbyists were making some inroads in the American political system. 

Now, the Muslims are demoralized and are defeated politically, because the linkage of terrorism to Islam has played into the psyche of American politicians. In the present climate, collectively equating American Muslims to terrorism has made it almost impossible for any Muslim to consider running for any political office.

The religious right in the Congress and the Senate had set their foreign policies in such a way as to expedite the second coming of Christ where all Jews and Muslims will readily convert to Christianity after the great battle of the Armageddon. This is what the evangelists preach in the documentary. 

In all this chaos, I see a silver lining. Americans are replacing the neo-conservatives, and now the upcoming elections are extremely important for our future if there is to be global peace and prosperity. 

I do not believe that the All Knowing and All Powerful God need any help from the religious right to fulfill God's agenda through war, destruction and rampage. The God of love, compassion and forgiveness will triumph over the God of death and destruction. 

The silent majority from the Abrahamic faiths do not believe in the theory of Armageddon. Our one God is fully capable of fulfilling his will to fruition without any help from the religious right. 

Iftekhar Hai is president of United Muslims of America Interfaith Alliance in South San Francisco. 

Next week: Michael O'Berg
============================================================================
Comments from Readers:


1) Dear Br. Iftekhar:
Thank you. I did read the article in the paper and I have saved it just like the others on my "Hai" file. That article was very very good, just like your other articles.

However, I am not as optimistic as you are. Even though Democrats may end up controlling both legislative and executive branches of the government, they will have difficult time to reverse the public opinion. 
The Neo-cons have successfully altered the general psyche that Islam is the enemy of Christianity and the West. Now, Mr. Putin (Russian leader) is working hard in Muslim countries saying the West and Christianity is bent upon reestablishing colonialism so that cheap oil is available to the West. 

In Turkey, 85% of public opinion favored USA and Europe until recently. Europe's rejection of Turkey into European Economic Community (EEC), U.S. actions in the Middle East and Russian propaganda through both naive editors and paid propagandists have turned things around. Now Turkish public opinion is 85% against USA and against joining the EEC.

Mr. Putin has other cards up in his sleeve into becoming the energy superpower for example:

1. He uses Muslim Tatars of Russia to establish joint companies in Muslim countries to be more effective. Russia attends Islamic conference sends Muslim emissaries and conveys the message that Russia has gotten along with Muslims (not true!!) for centuries and Russia is the only friend the Muslims have. Of course, he is careful to state that Russian veto in the UN Security Council will protect them from European colonialism.

2. He uses another strategy to coax Turkey into his camp. Turkic Union, Yes, he is the most ardent supporter of Turkey, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan form a Turkic Union of cooperation covering economics, culture etc.

I hope that the West will wake up SOON to see the Russian danger. They will always be an adversary to the West and if Russia ever succeeds in becoming the Energy Superpower, OPEC cartel will look like a premature baby. I will not be surprised if the barrel of oil hits U.S. $125 within few years and the gallon of gasoline will be 7 or 8 dollars.

XXX- Turkish-American
2) Dear Iftekhar:
 Turkish intellectual's warning on Russian energy policy is right on the money..   I still know several Turkish intellectuals from my postings in Turkey.
 

And your piece (Islam & Politics) is "right on."  I thought the CNN "God's Warriors" was unusually well done for commercial television -- the CNN editors even let Amanpour take on the Israeli lobby -- extremely unusual in the American "popular" media.  And I couldn't agree more about the dangers of Christian fundamentalism, not just to Moslems, but to the US as a whole.
  

Dave Grimland , a career diplomat, , retired U.S. Consular Advisor to Emirates, Turkey and the Magreb.
3)

Iftekhar,
 

    Salam.  Your article on the NeoCon threat to both America and the world and on the rise of competing empires in response to it is excellent.  I am optimistic, like you, that Americans will not go down the road of the Germans that led to Hitler's takeover of Europe and to the inevitable destruction of Germany.  
 

    My optimism, however, is somewhat artificial, because I see little evidence that the NeoCon/Armageddon juggernaut can be stopped.  Even if the Democrats should win the presidency next year, insanity is hard to cure.  One sign of insanity is to do the same thing over and over again without any productive result.  I am also concerned not only about the fate of the Persians and Arabs but about the future of the Jews in the Holy Land, because an increasingly realistic scenario now would be the devastation of Russia's ally, Iran, initially by Israel, which might use a limited attack as a catalytic trigger to force an all-out American blitzkrieg.  This might lead to a Russian attack on Israel using one 20-megaton bomb on Tel Aviv to render it uninhabitable for many decades and eight one-megatoners to eliminate the Israeli military in a matter of minutes.  
 

    The NeoCons are not Zionists, so they could care less about what happens to Israel.  The Armageddonites, of course, would be estatic about a cataclysmic war originating in the Holy Land.  They are obsessed by this dream night and day.  My own view, as a professional global forecaster, has always been that the pursuit of peace through justice in the Holy Land has been, is now, and always will be a microcosm for the entire world.
 

    My only critique of your article and of the responses from around the world is the confusion of the NeoCons with the Christian Armageddonites.  The NeoCons are powerful because they made an alliance with both the Christian extremists and the permanent foreign policy establishment represented by the elder Bush.  Cheney and Rumsfeld have never belonged to any of these three groups (the Christian radicals, the Jewish radicals, and the Eastern Establishment), but are driven by forces I cannot comprehend to serve them all.  I knew Donald Rumsfeld well from the time he first entered Congress and was his Deputy for Native American Affairs at the old Office of Economic Opportunity now almost forty years ago.  After 9/11 he seemed to metamorphise as head of the American military into a demon possessed.  
 

    In my view, having been part of the NeoCon movement in its early stages decades ago, the greatest threat to the survival of humanity in the coming century is not the ideology of religious demonization and hatred coming out of the caves in Afghanistan but the power of the NeoCons to promote the same kind of ideology in America.  Strausz, who was probably the most important of the NeoCon founders, was a Jewish atheist who taught that one must use religion as a tool to consolidate ultimate power on earth.  This is the diabolical threat that we as Americans and everyone else in the world are facing in our lifetime.  
 

    Roosevelt was right when he stated at the outbreak of World War II that, "We have nothing to fear but fear itself."  I would qualify this by adding that we must not live in a dream world by merely assuming that Americans will wake up to the threat of the NeoCons in time to change the course of history.  It is too easy to say merely, let's give them a chance to crush the threat of chaos that motivates them.  They do have a point, and perhaps they can be educated to carry out their global quest more intelligently by invoking justice.   This is a weak reed to rely on, however, because they consider that justice and anything other than the pursuit of power is totally irrelevant to the needs of the times.   We as a nation are asleep, but the rest of the world is waking up to reality, which may only trigger from the NeoCon/Armagedonnite Alliance even more suicidal pursuit of the "war against evil."  
 

    Frankly, I do not expect that you and I will survive more than a few years longer, but we must continue to ring the alarm bells as long as we are free to do so.  And we must respond to our own alarm as long as we are able by advocating the interfaith pursuit of peace through compassionate justice.  As the Prophet Muhammad once said, "Even if you would know that the world will end tomorrow, go out and plant a tree."  All of my writings are designed primarily for our descendents after the holocaust, who will wonder what went wrong and how to start over again with greater wisdom.
 

    Today, I expect to finish a small book, entitled IslamoFascism: A Case Study in Religious Demonization, in response to the book by the head of Jihad Watch, Robert Spencer, entitled The Truth about Muhammad: Founder of the World's Most Intolerant Religion.  His book is based entirely on the same perversions of Islam that are used by Osama bin Laden to support his war on the world.  This bizarre alliance of competing fascists will be showboated three weeks from now in an elaborately prepared and well-financed IslamoFascism Awareness Week at 200 college campuses across the nation, complete with a fake video of a women in Iran being partially buried and then stoned to death.  I have seen the main "documentary" to be shown, and I can only say that I have never seen anything comparable to it as a media masterpiece.  It reflects the sophistication of the new mega-lobby with mega-bucks, Freedom's Watch, which is focusing on the urgent need to "attack Iran before it is too late".
 

Robert Crane (Islamic name Faruk ul Haq) Principal foreign policy adviser from 1963 to 1968 to President Nixon.  On January 20, 1969, Nixon appointed him as Deputy Director of the National Security Council for Planning, and in September, 1981, President Ronald Reagan appointed him as U.S. Ambassador to the United Arab Emirates.
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